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be investigated, is how and when such seeds of serotinous cones are 
eventually liberated and made available, and whether not a great 
many of them at last perish, the cones never opening. — G. Engel- 

MANN. 

Fraxinus quadrangulata has, at least about Allenton, in 
St. Louis county, Missouri, hermaphrodite flowers. Mr. G. W. Let- 
terman finds it there common on rocky hills where it is a small tree 
or shrub with blunt angles of the branchlets, and in rich bottom 
lands, where the tree is large, and the angles of the branchlets sharp 
and even winged. Leaves are sometimes in threes when the branch- 
lets show six angles. The terminal buds are gray-downy. In both 
localities the flowers are hermaphrodite. The calyx is practically ab- 
sent, or indicated only by two obscure knobs or two minute scales, 
alternating with the stamens ; the anthers are sessile and (before open- 
ing) reniform, their two cells being united above ; stamens somewhat 
persistent at least to the beginning of May, when the young obovate- 
oblong fruits, already somewhat twisted (which twist is more marked 
in the mature fruit), have reached about half their full size. How 
does the species behave in other parts of the country' The style of 
Fraxinus Americana is very slender — much longer than the ovary ; 
that of F. viridis does not much exceed the ovary. — G. Engelmann. 

Notul^e Exigu^e. — Three-flowered Bloodroot.— Among the 
anomalies occasionally met with, the most unexpected is a scape of 
Sanguinaria Canadensis, found by Mr. E. N. Wheeler, in the vicinity 
of Boston, bearing a pair of opposite bracts about half an inch below 
the terminal flower, each bract with a well-formed flower in its axil ! 

Trillium sessile, as we learn from Mr. Lehman, of Salem, 
North Carolina, and from a specimen sent by him, abundantly occurs 
in the neighborhood of Kingston, Tenn., with bright yellow petals ; 
and I have recently heard of this form from other western sources. 
Specimens, and especially living roots, taken up in autumn, are 
desired. 

Perularia virescens is the proper name for Habenaria (Peru- 
laria) virescens of Gray's Manual. The examination of fresh speci- 
mens shows the i% cuculli bivalves" of Lindley, the two lips of the base 
of the anther-cell which fairly cover the gland. In Florida specimens 
just received from Miss Reynolds, of Florida, the outer lip is the 
larger, or the one which principally protects the gland. How is it in 
the northern plant ? It has long since been announced by me in Am. 
Jour. Sci., that Orchis rotundifolia, Pursh, is a true Orchis. — A. 
Gray. 

Platanthera bracteata, Torr. — This is usually regarded as a 
summer flowering species. In my garden, where it has bloomed for 
the first time this season, it is the earliest of many that I have. The 
first flowers were open on the 26th of April, and half of the spike had 
opened by the 1st of May. Hitherto Orchis spectabilis has been the 
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first to open in my gardens, but this season Cypripedium parviflorum 
will beat it. This will be open by the middle of May. My Platan- 
thera was originally from Massachusetts, and being from a more north- 
ern region, required, perhaps, less heat to advance it than the same 
species from locations nearer home. 

Mr. Wheeler, of Berlin, Mass., finds it in bloom the last week 
in June at Winchester, N. H., at an altitude of 1,000 feet ; so that 
the time given in the books (July and August), even in its average 
locations, is probably much too late. — T. Meehan, Germantown, Phil. 

Double Thalictrum anemonoides. — Double Thalictrums are 
occasionally found, as many instances are on record in the literature 
of the past one hundred years. Those which I have seen have been 
white, and, as the florists would say, rather semi-double than double. 
I have one now in flower sent me last year by Mr Dory, of Spring- 
field, Ohio, that is as double as it is possible to be, and of a pretty, 
rosy tint of white. The petals are as regularly arranged as in a first- 
class double Camellia. The object of this note is to encourage ob- 
servers still to look for double ones ; as although double ones are now 
not novelties, there may be novel shades of color. — T. M. 

CorwEA scandens. — It may be worth noting that the flowers of 
Cobcea scandens, the familiar hot-house climber, are distinctly pro- 
terandroas. At the time that the stamens are shedding their pollen, 
the trifid stigma is compl tely closed, nor does it open until the an- 
thers have become functionless. — W. W. Bailey. 

Notes on Certain Silk weeds. — Of the rare Asclepias Meadii 
Torr., which does not appear to have been previously detected but in 
Illinois and Iowa, the present writer found two nice specimens near 
Lancaster, Wisconsin, in flower on the 19th of June, 1879. The spe- 
cies differs notably from A. obtusifolia, Mich., with which it is grouped, 
in that the umbel is nodding by an abrupt bend in the upper part of 
the peduncle. This character is easily effaced in the process of re- 
moving the wilted specimen from damp to dry papers, and so the dry 
specimens may not have shown it. 

The habitat of A. Sullivantii, Engelm. , according to Dr. Gray, in 
the Synoptical Flor., is, 'from Ohio to Kansas." But upon the wet 
prairies of central Minnesota it is by far more common than in any 
locality further north. The far western A. spcciosa, Torr., has not 
been reported from farther east than Nevada, but it is frequent in the 
central part of Minnesota, where the eastern A. Cornuti, Decaisne, 
seems to reach its western limit. To these observations upon known 
species may be appended the following description of a new one : 

Asclepias uncialis. Stems several, only an inch or two long, 
decumbent ; leaves from ovate to narrowly lanceolate, short-petioled or 
sessile, smooth and somewhat glaucous, the margins white tomentose; 
umbels three or four flowered, sessile ; corolla dull purple ; hoods 
broadly ovate, truncate, a. little shorter than the anthers, their dimpled 
auricles produced into acuminate points which rest against the anthers 



